THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN
The Raids of December 6 and 29
The fact of the matter is that London was fast
'debunking' the terrors of indiscriminate air bom-
bardment—which is not to imply that there are no
terrors in it; there are, but they can be endured by
staunch men and women, and London was too huge
to be wounded to death. The Germans decided,
therefore, to try those terrors against smaller vic-
tims, hoping that the results might be more impres-
sive.1 They did not cease their attacks on London,
however. The capital had another heavy raid on
December 8, but the damage and casualties caused
were less than in the earlier raids. This particular
raid was staged, there is reason to believe, as a propa-
gandist retort to our bombers' attacks on a great
number of enemy aerodromes on the night of De-1
cember 6. The aerodromes then attacked were those
from which the German bombers set out on their
raids against this country, and the effect of our
operations on that night was seriously to disorganise
the machinery of the German air offensive. To hide
the fact that our widespread attacks had been so
effective a supreme effort was made two nights later
to persuade the' world that Germany could still
launch a large-scale assault in the air, and for this
1 An interesting sidelight upon this question is thrown in an
article contributed by Capt. Cyril Falls to the Illustrated London
News of December 14, 1940, He refers to the shifting of the at-
tack from London to the provincial towns and then goes on:
*I can declare upon my honour that since the new phase began
a considerable number of people of all classes and types have
said to me: "/ wish they'd go on bombing us. We can stand it, and
it does less harm here than in some other places." ' Assuredly
London can 'take it'.
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